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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
Charleston, Illinois
Oct. 25, 1qR4
Local ~ _,

'-

HARRY READ, Director of Information and Publications (217) 581-2820

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
MACOMB, IL--James Flexner, the author whose biography of George Washington was
the basis for the CBS eight-hour miniseries, and Burl Ives, America's troubador, will receive honorary Doctor of Humane Letters degrees from Eastern Illinois Universitv next
spring.
The recommendations were made by President Stanley Rives and approved by the Board
of Governors of State Colleges and Universities at its meeting here today.

Rives will con-

fer the degrees at spring commencement ceremonies on May 11.
Flexner's major literary work in recent years is his four-volume biography of Washington:

"The Forge of Experience," "In the American Revolution," "And the New Nation," and

"Anguish and Farewell."
The biography won a special Pulitzer
possibility of screen adaptation.

Prize, and filmmaker Dave Gerber saw in it the

The television production, starring Barry Bostwick,

utilized the first two volumes of Flexner's work.
Flexner, also an art historian, said he kept running into Washington while doing other
research, and that he was determined to portray Washington as a man instead of a monument.
Fourteen years of research and writing went into the project.
A New York resident, Flexner holds a B. S. degree from Harvard.

For two years he was

a reporter for the New York Herald Tribune and since 1932 has been a free lance writer.
The author of some 14 other books, Flexner has received two Guggenheim Fellowships and
the National Book Award for the final volume of the Washington biography.
Ives, who has made a significant impact on virtually all entertainment media, attended
Eastern in 1927-30.

He was a lineman on the football teams of that era.

After leaving the University, Ives became a "wayfaring stranger," collecting and
memorizing folk songs from the different regions of the U. S.
in 1976.
-more-

He gave a concert at Eastern

ADD 1
Honorary Degree
A native of Jasper County, Ives' reputation as a singer led to the stage, movies
and television.

He had stage roles in "This Is The Army," "Cat on a Hot Tin Roof," and

"Showboat," among others.
Film credits include "The Power and the Prize," "East of Eden," "Cat on a Rot Tin Roof,"
"Let No Man Write My Epitaph," and "The Big Country."

He was cited for his role in the

latter.
Ives starred in a number of television programs, including "The Bold Ones."
and Mrs. Ives reside in California.
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